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Investigation of rabies in Nong Lan subdistrict, Thamaka district,
Kanchanaburi province, April 2018

Leenawat Sukasem® Chompunut Sukprasert?

Abstract

Rabies is a highly contagious zoonotic disease that can be found in mammals. Human are
infected by bitten and exposed to saliva of rabid animals. Both infected human and animals have severe
neurological signs and cannot be treated. Thailand has continuously reported rabies in both humans and
animals, making rabies being a priority in the public health of the country. On 3rd April 2018, the officers
of Kanchanaburi Provincial Livestock Office received a report of rabies in Ban Rang Wa area, Nong Lan
subdistrict, Tha Maka district, Kanchanaburi province which is an area that did not have rabies incidence.
The relevant officers have jointly investigated the disease with the objectives of finding the cause of the
disease, studying the extent of the outbreak, conducting and follow-up of rabies control results by using
the rabies investigation and epidemiology report. The results of the investigation revealed that the
infected animal was a 2-month-old puppy, had a lethargy back leg, depression, anoraxia, drooled and
eventually died. The laboratory results confirmed rabies. The cause of the outbreaks might be due to
exposure to the rabies virus from stray dogs or cats. And the extent of this outbreak study found 1 person
who was bitten by a dog and 8 people who were exposed to saliva, all of them were treated according
to the doctor's advice. There were 11 dogs and cats exposed to the disease. The officers carried out the
disease control by conducting rabies vaccine for all exposed animals 4 times apart every 4 days,
quarantined animals that exposed to the disease to observe clinical signs for 180 days, performed ring
vaccination began in 5,358 dogs and cats in 5 kilometers radius from the outbreaks area, educated the
disease to the public and making surveillance networks, and reducing the number of dogs and cats by
neutering especially those without owners and in community areas such as temples, schools and markets.
A 180-day follow-up of disease control showed no recurrence of rabies in the same area. The stray dogs
or cats are still the cause of the rabies epidemic. Therefore, measures regarding stray dogs and cats are

clearly defined. This will make rabies control and prevention more effective in the future.
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